34                   THE DIVINE PAIR
for the imager is allowed a certain latitude with
regard to sex. God, as pure spirit, is the celibate
monk or munL The earthly monarch, who by
virtue of his office is the defender of dharma,
has always by his side his guru, or puwhita, a
disinterested spiritual adviser who is assumed
to be an infallible interpreter of the Law and an
expert in divine science. The Javanese temple
builders were therefore only expressing the Indian
sentiment that a dutiful Mng or queen was aa
incarnation of divinity and as such entitled to
divine honours, An Indian king often took the
name of his Iskta-devata, his patron deity.
The duality of the Godhead as Being and Power
is not always imaged as two distinct persons,
the god and goddess. Brahmanical philosophy
insisted that, as these concepts were only the two
aspects of the One, they most be combined in one
icon. The Ardha-nari image of Siva in the great
temple of Elephanta, an androgynous figure, half-
male and half-female, in which the sculptor
attempted to render the metaphysical idea
realistically, is an artistic fiasco, although the
three-headed bust of the Trimurti in the same
temple is wonderfully impressive. The artistic
difficulty is met quite simply and satisfactorily
in the image of the Dancing Siva, Plate XXIV,
by putting a man's ornament in one ear and a
woman's ornament in the other.
The Indian imager deals with abstruse meta-